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THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CEFIR IN 
THE FIELD OF EURO-MEDITERRANEAN  

COOPERATION 
 
Since its creation in 1975, the CEFIR has contributed to 
the development of cooperation between Europe and the 
Maghreb. Special contacts with partners from the 
Maghreb have succeeded in a certain number of ex-
changes and concrete actions, such as : 
 
- Euro-mediterranean Meetings, organized each year 
since 1989, have favorised exchanges and the setting up 
of partnership projects, and have allowed the realization 
of the network of active euro-mediterranean partners 
- The training of development agents for euro-
mediterranean trade (ADECOMED), and Cre’action, 
a measure to support creative activities for young mi-
grant people 
- The support for the associative life in morocco in the 
context of the Concerted Moroccan Program 
- Creation at Fès in Morocco of the euro-
mediterranean house, central to the moroccan associa-
tive world, a place for exchanges, intercultural meetings  
- Iberdan Bladi “off the beaten track in Moroccan 
lands”, which will favorize the spreading out of micro-
activities, the creation and professionnalization of the 
AGR (Activities providing incomes) in the field of rural 
tourism and handicrafts 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE  EURO-MEDITERRANEAN COOPERAT ION 
“HOPE AND NECESSITY” 

The situation 
 
The euro-mediterranean partnership is the only multilat-
eral initiative, which manages populations and mediterra-
nean governments with common objectives of dialog, 
peace, security, and economic development. Launched in 
November 1995 by the European Union, following long 
intense consultations, the partnership should combine the  
peace process (already in existence since 1991) with the 
building of a euro-mediterranean reconciled region. 
 
10 years later, the strategic aims of the partnership have-
n’t been reached yet…. 
 
The enlargement of the European Union has modified the 
frontiers. 
 
The marginalization of the civil society in the south de-
prive the public cooperation policies of a powerful poten-
tial. 
 
In the Maghreb, the local integration and development of 
the civil society brings a new inspiration for the euro-
mediterranean partnership, even if barriers still need lift-
ing. 
 
The process of Barcelona has recommended programs on 
the democratisation of institutions and on the strengthen-
ing and the implication of the civil society. There is still a 
lot of work to do. 
 
The strengthening of the partnership will stay limited as 
long as the Maghreb remains closed on itself, partitioned 
off and deprived of the hability to debate openly on eco-
nomic and social problems. The actors of civil societies 
must establish relationships based on exchanges and must 
organize themselves. 
 
It is in this context that the CEFIR has asked itself about 
its euro-mediterranean actions during those last years and 
about its evolution for the next 10 years to come…. 

Summary of the discussion 
 
“Search”, this word is appeared regularly as a leitmotiv 
during the discussion. 
 
Searching for new ways of improving the cooperation, 
notably with the Maghreb, special target of the CEFIR. 
 
- To lean on the resources, which are composed of  young 
people coming from the Maghreb, trusting them to build 
strong links between Europe and the Maghreb 
- To built, to organize, to enhance euro-mediterranean 
platforms, by using the NTIC (New Technologies of in-
formation and Communication), to communicate good 
practices, innovative ideas, the actions being symbolic 
- To associate the european commission with the elabora-
tion and the setting up of euro-mediterranean programs 
(transnational) 
- To dare and to dynamically encourage the development 
of projects south-south, essential for the development of 
the Maghrebian civil society, and/or South/North, notably 
concerning the CEFIR, between Morocco, Algeria and 
Senegal. 
 
But... for this objective, we must : 
 
- favorize the associative partnerships, between the North 
and the South 
- be sure that the young people from the immigrant fami-
lies want to get involved in the development of their par-
ents’ land 
- introduce a dimension of social responsibility, in the 
initial training of young people 
- harmonise the actions here, here and over there, there 
- use human skills and talents 
- remember always that our NGO is a structure of partici-
pation and of action, which helps people… and not a 
structure of representation 

Proposed actions 
 
 
 

- To develop professional training in favour of young 
people from Europe or the Maghreb. The objectives 
are the development of mobility, intercultural ex-
change, the construction of common references for the 
construction of a calm euro-mediterranean region 
 
- To reinforce a development pole of social and eco-
nomic local initiatives at Fès to touch Africa and the 
Maghreb in particular, the objectives being the support 
of wealth creation and the socio-professional training 
 
- To build and organize a euro-mediterranean platform 
of NGO partners, who have the objectives of the set-
ting up of transnational and intercultural joint projects, 
but also of exchange and transfer of know-how 
 
- To favour the development of training with partner-
ships of associative world in Morroco, and in Algeria, 
by in the long term establishing a link beween Fès and 
Tiaret, and then in Senegal 
 
- To create an ethic and strategic committee, which is a 
euro-mediterranean network assisting the Administra-
tion Council to serv the development of the CEFIR 


